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FUTURE FOCUS SCHEME — ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS INVESTMENT PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.04 pm]: I rise briefly to update the 
house on funding awarded under the Liberal–National government’s $24 million royalties for regions investment 
in culture and the arts. As members will be aware, the investment program includes schemes to enhance skill 
development; improve cultural infrastructure and arts development through venue upgrades; increase the number 
of touring shows; and assist WA Aboriginal art centres. 
Future Focus is one of five schemes under the royalties for regions investment program administered by the 
Department of Culture and the Arts, with support from the Department of Regional Development. Future Focus 
aims to strengthen the development of the sector and increase the commercial, social and cultural viability of 
Western Australian Aboriginal art centres. It sits alongside other DCA initiatives that support Aboriginal art 
centres, including Revealed: Emerging Aboriginal Artists. The Liberal–National government recognises the 
important role that these art centres play in facilitating income generation and maintaining traditional culture 
across generations. 

Last Friday, the Minister for Regional Development and I announced that $629 000 of funding had been 
awarded from the Future Focus scheme to 20 WA Aboriginal art centres. Future Focus has been very well 
received by WA Aboriginal art centres, with 10 high-quality projects approved and four receiving funding to 
further develop their proposals. It was very pleasing to note that a number of art centres collaborated on 
developing joint proposals. As a result, the majority of the state’s art centres will receive assistance through the 
program, providing great benefits to numerous communities across WA. 
The Liberal–National government congratulates the funding recipients and acknowledges the role that 
WA Aboriginal art centres play in maintaining traditional culture and contributing towards the state’s regional 
economic and social prosperity. 
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